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Nancy Jo Hove is a nationally recognized expert in law 
enforcement, public safety, corrections,  and law enforcement 
associations.  She began her law enforcement career as a 
patrolman with the Ellsworth Police Department, later joining the 
Marquette County Sheriff’s Office, where she served as a School 
Resource Officer in K-12 schools, and developed a crimestoppers 
program in Montello WI schools.   In 1997 she returned to Pierce 
County, Wisconsin to join the Sheriff’s Office, and served as a 
dispatcher/jailer (filling both roles at once!).  Following her 

promotion to patrol she was appointed to serve as the County’s DARE 
officer, and went on to develop DARE Officer training and serve on the Board of Directors for DARE 
America.   She was elected Sheriff of Pierce County Wisconsin, and served as Sheriff for four terms, 
from 2007-2023, a full service Sheriff’s Office with the added responsibility for Water Patrol on the 
Mississppi River and protection of the critical infrastructure at the Prairie Island Nuclear Plant.    

Sheriff Hove is a Consultant with Public Safety Strategies Group, LLC (PSSG) a national consulting firm 
providing subject matter expertise and services for public agencies and private firms across the United 
States.   She has develped expertise in the areas of school safety, jails and jail security, 911 dispatch, and 
patrol, as well as Law Enforcement Agency leadership.  Her legacy as sheriff includes the construction of 
a  new Sheriff’s Headquarters in 2017, to accommodate Emergency Management, Patrol, Dispatch and 
increase the Jail from 30 to 80 beds.   
 
Sheriff Hove was very active with Badger State Sheriffs, and served on the Association’s Executive Board, 
Secretary (2017-2021); she has led a retired Sheriffs group since 2021. She also served as President of 
the Sheriffs and Depities’ Association (2017-2021).  She was recognized in 2019 with a Wisconsin 
Legislative nomination for “First Responder of the Year:” recognized in the law enforcement community 
and in the state for her bravery, leadership, and strength of character, as she has broken through barriers 
as the longest serving female sheriff in the state, and has overcome personal obstacles, having survived 
brain cancer.    
 
Most recently, in 2025 she was appointed Executive Director for Wisconsin’s Badger State Sheriff’s 
Association, an outstanding statement of support for her leadership from the State’s 72 sheriffs.  
 
Nancy Hove earned an Associate’s Degree from Hibbing Technical College and Hibbing Community 
College in Minnesota.  She lives with her husband and their two dogs, in the beautiful countryside in 
Shell Lake Wi, where she enjoys hunting, fishing and woodworking.  


